Vision | Openness | Integrity | Compassion | Excellence m

Bolto
NHS Foundation Tru

COVID-19 vaccination programme for children and young people: Information for
parents

Children aged 12 to 15 years attending schools in Bolton are now eligible for their first COVID-19
vaccination and will be offered a first dose of the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine over the coming weeks.
Children who have started year 7 in secondary school, but who have not yet reached their twelfth
birthday will not be currently eligible for the programme. Children and young people aged 12 to 15
years who are at increased risk from infection or are living with someone who may be at increased
risk, have already been offered two doses of the vaccine, eight weeks apart.

The COVID-19 vaccination programme is voluntary, although we do encourage as many young
people to take the vaccine as possible.

We understand that this may be an anxious time for families considering whether their child or
children should have the vaccine and that you may have some questions. Attached to this letter is a
detailed FAQ sheet which will hopefully answer many of your queries about the vaccine itself.

How it will work in Bolton

The vaccination programme will be delivered within local secondary schools by our skilled and
experienced School Aged Immunisation Service (SAIS). This is provided by Bolton NHS Foundation
Trust, who will be legally responsible for the programme; with oversight from Dr Helen Wall, Senior
Responsible Officer for the COVID-19 vaccination programme in Bolton, and the Public Health
department at Bolton Council.

The SAIS along with our school nursing teams, have long-standing and trusted relationships with our
schools, and already deliver routine immunisation programmes within education settings.

When will my child be offered the vaccine?

We will be visiting schools in Bolton according to a timetable which will be shared with the schools in
advance. They will let you know which day it will be happening and ensure that you have been given
the opportunity to provide consent beforehand.

Who do | contact if | have more questions that are not answered in these documents?
Please contact a member of the immunisation team via email at Bolton5-

19ImmsTeam@boltonft.nhs.uk, or please call 01204 463170 and ask for Jayne Monaghan, Team
Leader.
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More information can be found on our website, which is updated regularly.
https://www.boltonft.nhs.uk/services/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-
young-people/ ’
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