
7.10.20

Year 11 
Parents/Carers 

Information Evening

Follow us on twitter!!



What a difference a year makes!

• Zones, groups and rules
• School closures and remote learning
• Gaps in learning
• How will students be assessed?



Exam Boards for GCSE subjects
GCSE Subject Exam Board Revision Guide

English Language and Literature EDUQAS £2.85

Maths Pearson Edexcel £4

Science AQA £6

Religious Education Pearson Edexcel £5

History Pearson Edexcel £7.50

Geography AQA  £5

GCSE PE AQA £5

BTEC Sport Pearson Edexcel n/a

BTEC Dance Pearson Edexcel n/a

Spanish AQA £6.50

Latin Eduqas n/a

Music OCR advised to buy through amazon

BTEC Health and Social Care Pearson Edexcel n/a

Food Hospitality and Catering Award WJEC n/a

Computer Science OCR n/a

Design Technology AQA already provided

BTEC Construction Pearson Edexcel already provided

Art, Photography and Graphics AQA n/a

Business Studies Pearson Edexcel already provided



Summary of changes to GCSE Assessment
GCSE Subject Changes

English Literature No longer have to do unseen poetry

Maths No changes

Science Practical elements to be conducted through demonstrations

Religious Education No changes

History Only have to complete two of the three components

Geography Fieldwork now unseen questions 

GCSE PE Assessed in two activities rather than three

BTEC Sport Exam component already completed

BTEC Dance No changes.

Spanish Additional options of questions to answer (5 mins extra time)

Music Practical component has been removed

BTEC Health and Social Care No changes (exam is currently 5th Feb and 12th May)

Food Hospitality and Catering Award Details not available yet

Design Technology Marks reduced – no longer assessed on making a final prototype

BTEC Construction No changes.

Art, Photography and Graphics Component 1 (portfolio work only). No exam

Business Studies No changes





Google Classroom
We use a single login across school.

This means that you can access all of our resources, including Google Classroom, using students school 
IT login details and password.



Key dates…………
• In class assessments – w/b 28th September and 5th October

• Sixth form application process and taster sessions – starting w/b 5th

October

• Sixth Form Open Evening – update

• Consultation Day – 22nd October, appointment time allocated

• PPEs – w/b 22nd February and 1st March

• External exams – start and end dates still to be confirmed by OFQUAL

• Record of Achievement – 25th June



In class assessments – why now?
• Opportunity for us to get information on your child’s 

current progress in all exam subjects

• Therapy sessions will be shaped around these 
assessments

• They will contribute to us being able to predict grades 
that are as accurate as possible

• Your child will receive a personalised learning plan from 
all their subjects following their assessments



Personalised Learning Plans

• These will have two purposes:

o Whole class topics to be taught in 
lessons/revision sessions

o Individual topics to revise with revision 
materials provided or websites to be 
directed to



Assessment throughout the year
• Last year exam boards collected Centre Assessed grades and 

ranks.
• Algorithm based only on ranks failed.
• Students were awarded CAGs.
• What will happen this year?
• We are being prepared in case we are required to provide 

ranks or grades again.
• To do this we are:

• Setting more common assessment pieces across classes.
• Moderating more student work.
• Collecting grades/scores for more homework/classwork.



How can your child make each week count?

15 mins, 2 subjects a day

30 minutes a week

30 minutes a week



YOU ARE 
JOINING A STUDENT

COMMUNITY

• Over 500,000 
students 

• 36+ countries

• Accessed 15 
million times last 
year



What is it?
Think of GCSEPod as the                 for education. 
It’s like a pile of textbooks conveniently in your phone, accessible any time, anywhere.  
• You have access to 1000’s of short videos (‘Pods’) covering all your GCSE subjects 
• Everything is filtered by exam board - it’s like having a teacher with you when you’re doing 

homework or revising, telling you what it is you need to know.
• Everything can be downloaded - you don’t even need to worry about using up your data 

allowance on your phone.   
• Content produced specifically for mobile devices, tablets and PCs.
• Designed to squeeze exactly the right knowledge needed for exam success into short 3-5 

minute chunks.
• Helps with learning, homework and revision.



OPTION 1 – Via any browser on 
your computer, laptop, tablet or 
phone.  Just go to 
www.gcsepod.com

OPTION 2 – Via the iPhone and 
Android apps which are free to 
download from the apple store 
and play store. 

How you access GCSEPod?

log in details are the same as your school log in 

http://www.gcsepod.com/


Why is it so effective?



• By combining audio narration, text and images, GCSEPod
helps you to remember the information clearly.  



How can I use it?





Secrets to success.



Start now and use often
Just like training for a 
marathon, you need to 
start early and train little 
and often. 

Students who used 
GCSEPod over the WHOLE 
year, not just during 
exams, achieved greater 
results. 



Revision Strategy of the Week

• Each week for the next ten weeks we will give your child a new 
revision strategy every Wednesday in tutorial time

• They should try to use this strategy in at least one of their subjects 
that week

• This will arm them with a number of approaches 
• They will find some more useful than others – everyone learns 

differently
• The essential thing is finding which is most EFFECTIVE for them (not 

just the one that they like!)



Sixth form application process
• Your child will be receiving support with this on a weekly basis 

during their form tutorial sessions

• Sixth form teachers will be leading on this, talking your child through 
the application process

• Further information will be given to your child about post 16 options 
and opportunities

• Taster sessions will also be delivered to give your child an insight 
into some KS5 subjects they have not had access to at KS4.



Virtual sixth form open evening
• 15th October, live from 6pm

• The link will be available via the website, on our twitter page and via 
email

• Opportunity for you and your child to have a virtual tour of the sixth 
form building and classrooms

• Staff will give some information about sixth form lessons in their 
subject area

• Current and past students will talk about their experiences at our sixth form



Consultation Day

• 22nd October – you will have your own appointment time

• You will receive the email with the link and time to access your 
consultation appointment

• Opportunity for you to discuss the next steps for your child and talk 
through their first few weeks in Year 11

• Information will be provided about the PPE cycle in February
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